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Pharmacogenomics is strategic companion in current clinical development of novel 

anticancer agents. The identification of genetic markers predictive of clinical outcome is a 

potential key instrument for accurate patient stratification and personalized treatment. This 

approach is the main research interest of Romano Danesi, who received his M.D. degree 

in 1983 from the University of Pisa, Italy, and his Ph.D. degree in Pharmacology of Cancer 

Chemotherapy from the Superior School S. Anna, Pisa, Italy in 1988. Since 2003 he is 

visiting professor in the Molecular Pharmacology Section, Medicine Branch, NCI, 

Bethesda, MD and in the Cancer Center, Yale University, New Haven, CT. Dr. Danesi is 

board certified in Diseases of the Lung (1988), Clinical Pharmacology (2001) and Medical 

Oncology (2006) and he is full professor of Pharmacology since 2005 in the Department of 

Internal Medicine, University of Pisa. Dr Danesi is presently Chief of the Section of Cancer 

Pharmacology of Pisa University Hospital and Chair of the Ethics Committee of the same 

institution. Dr. Danesi’s main research interests are rational and accelerated development 

of new drugs for cancer therapy, pharmacogenetic approach to treatment optimization, 

gene expression and proteomics, development of new genetic markers for disease 

prognosis, prediction of response and toxicity of anticancer agents. He also has a 

longstanding interest in clinical pharmacology and pharmacodynamics of anticancer 

agents. He is member of the Grant Review Committee of the European Commission, 

Swiss Group for Clinical Cancer Research (SAKK), and the Italian Ministry of Education, 

University and Research (MIUR). 
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